
 

 

STILLWATER COUNTY 

COMMISSIONER MINUTES 

 

 

 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING  

November 16, 2021 

 

PRESENT Commissioners Mark Crago, Chair, Tyrel Hamilton, Steve Riveland, members, 

Shannon Fisher Admin Assistant.  

 

  Others Present: Stephanie Ray, Economic Development; Jerry Friend, Treasurer; 

Chip Kem, Sheriff; Marlo Pronovost, Stillwater County News;  

 

PLEDGE  Commissioner Crago opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

MINUTES             None presented. 

 

CLAIMS None presented. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT Commissioner Crago announced that there is an active fire burning in the West 

Rosebud and Fiddler Creek vicinity.  There were evacuations and the wind is still 

blowing but there is moisture.  No cause for the fire has been determined yet.  

Commissioner Hamilton added that the size of the fire is currently 3,000 to 4,000 

acres and is very wind driven. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA Finance 

  A)  Audit contract amendment 

   

FILE ITEMS Sheriff 

  A) Report for the month of October in the amount of $450.00 

 

  Road & Bridge 

  A) EDA Grant quarterly report 

 

  Commissioner Hamilton MOVED to consent to the consent agenda and file the file items.   

Commissioner Riveland SECONDED.  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

     

REGULAR BUSINESS Road & Bridge 

  A)  Designating an office administrator from Stillwater County Road & Bridge Department.    

Commissioner Riveland MOVED to designate an office administrator from Stillwater 

County Road & Bridge Department.  Commissioner Hamilton SECONDED.  Discussion - 

Marlo Pronovost asked if no one currently handles this.  Commissioner Crago replied that 

the Piney Helmuth, who recently resigned, was the administrator.  Now, rather than attach 

the person to a specific name it will attach generically to the administrator position. Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

  B) Decision on Ott Road abandonment.  Commissioner Hamilton MOVED to approve the 

abandonment and the road described as portion of 2nd Avenue North in Campbells 3rd 

addition lying between lots 1, block 2 and lots 1 through 6, block 3 in Reed Point, Montana.   

Commissioner Riveland SECONDED. Discussion – Commissioner Crago noted that there 

were no public comments against the abandonment.  The Ott family had over 100 signatures 

 Notice:   These minutes reflect the proceedings of the Board of County Commissioners.  The 

official minutes are on file with the Clerk and Recorder MCA 7-4-2611(2)(b). 



 

 

from community members in support of the park being put into the area of abandonment.     

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

  C) Order 2021-05 Ott road abandonment.  Commissioner Riveland MOVED to approve 

Order 2021-05 on the Ott road abandonment.  Commissioner Hamilton SECONDED. No 

discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

  DES 

  A)  New LEPC meeting member – Park City Fire Board representative.   Commissioner 

Hamilton MOVED to approve a new LEPC member representing the Park City Fire Board. 

Commissioner Riveland SECONDED. Discussion – Commissioner Crago explained that 

there is no name at this time as this is just to open up the position.  Previously there was no 

position for the Park City area.  This would be an addition to the LEPC board under the 

emergency personnel by-laws.  The LEPC’s recommendation read from the Park City Fire 

District.  Commissioner Crago questioned whether there is a difference from the Fire Board 

to the fire district area.  The recommendation was for someone from the Park City Fire 

Department.  Commissioner Hamilton added that he hoped that the Park City Fire Board 

selects who they want to represent them on the LEPC Committee and formally request that 

this position would be designated to a specific person and not attached as a position.  John 

Alegria did attend the last LEPC meeting but not as a board member.  Commissioner 

Hamilton further added that John Alegria could be the board member if that is who the Park 

City board designates as their representative.  Sheriff Kem also added that it has to be a 

specific person that is appointed.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

  Absarokee Sewer 

  A) Montana Renewable Resource agreement amendment #2 extension.  Commissioner 

Riveland MOVED to approve the Montana Renewable Resource agreement amendment #2.   

Commissioner Hamilton SECONDED. Discussion – Commissioner Crago explained that 

the sewer project is not going as quickly or smoothly as originally planned. The project was 

supposed to be completed August 16th but there were some weather delays.  The date for 

completion was pushed back to August 24th.  The project was still incomplete at that time.  

This will extend the DNRC grant and funding for the project and will allow the project to be 

completed before going to the official bond note.  Due to the delay in the project, it has been 

decided by the Commission to not include this on this year’s assessments.  The residents of 

Absarokee should not be assessed for an incomplete project; therefore, this grant needs to be 

extended.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

  Commission 

  A) Big Lake WMA south side addition proposal support letter.  Commissioner Hamilton 

MOVED to approve the Big Lake WMA south side additional proposal support letter.     

Commissioner Riveland SECONDED.  Discussion – Commissioner Hamilton noted Fish, 

Wildlife and Parks is proposing to buy 114 acres on the south side of Big Lake from Allen 

Nordahl.  Allen Nordahl has asked for the Commission’s support on this purchase.  This is a 

byproduct of work the BLM did on a dam in the Hailstone Basin area that has caused Big 

Lake to grow in size and has made some of the Nordahl land unusable.  Fish, Wildlife and 

Parks is trying to assist in aiding the landowner on this issue.  The landowner does support 

this and has asked the Commission to support this as well.  Motion passed unanimously. 

  

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON COUNTY BUSINESS – None heard. 

 

 

With no further comments heard the meeting was adjourned at 9:11 a.m. 

 

 

APPROVED BY: /s/ Mark Crago, Commissioner Chairman 

ATTEST:  Heidi L. Stadel, Clerk and Recorder   


